PERU
 2799
 PEBU
 
a million barrels of petroleum are produced
annually by the oil fields near Lake Titicaca.
Vanadium was discovered in 1904, and Peru
now supplies nearly three-fourths of the
world's output of that metal. Guano is ex-
ported in large quantities, and the export
of sulphur is annually increasing. Owing to
lack of transportation facilities the mining
industries have not been extensively de-
veloped.
Agriculture, In the valleys and uplands
the soil is highly fertile, and wherever suf-
ficient moisture can be obtained abundant
crops are raised. In the lowlands the chief
crops are sugar cane, cotton and rice, the
first being considered the staple and afford-
ing the most valuable agricultural product
for export. In the higher lands grains com-
mon to the temperate regions are raised.
Fruits also are cultivated, and the manu-
facture of wine is becoming an important in-
dustry. The eastern part of the country is
covered with dense forests, and its most im-
portant exports are forest products, con-
sisting of rubber, cinchona, dye stuffs,
medicinal drugs and, in the cultivated por-
tions, cocoa, which is raised in quantities.
Alpaca, sheep and llama wool are exported.
Manufactures. The manufacturing in-
dustries are few and of little importance.
There are a few cotton factories in the larger
towns; some clothing, furniture, boots and
shoes, soap, lard, olive oil and cottonseed
oil cake are manufactured. The Indians are
noted for their skill in the manufacture of
straw hats, which are sold as Panama hats,
though they are made of a different fiber
from the Panama hats of Ecuador.
Transportation and Communication. In
1919 there were about 1,800 miles of railway
in operation and over 3,000 miles under con-
struction or being surveyed. The lines in
operation connect the principal cities of the
country with each other. The line extending
from Callao to lima and thence to Oroya
crosses the Andes at an elevation of 15,645
feet, and forms a part of the great trans-
Andean railway system.
Peru has about 340 telegraph stations and
10,500 miles of lines. There is also a wire-
less system which gives Lima communication
with the leading South American countries
and some of the islands in the Pacific. There
are about 800 postofiices, but off the lines of
railway transportation of the mails is slow,
wing to lack of good roads,
 Commerce, The most important agricul-
tural exports are sugar and cotton, Copper,
silver and petroleum form the most important
mineral exports. Minor exports include rub-
ber, cinchona, alpaca, wool and panama hats.
The imports consist of manufactured goods,
machinery and such other products as the
country cannot produce. The leading coun-
tries with which the commerce of Peru is
carried on are the United States, Great Bri-
tain and (before the World War) Germany.
Since the war commerce with the United
States has increased rapidly. The monetary
unit of Peru is the libra, equal in value to
the English pound and in United States
money to $4.866.
Government. The country is a republic,
and its present constitution quite closely
resembles that of the United States. The
executive power is vested in a President, who,
with two Yice-Presidents, is elected by popu-
lar vote for five years. The President is
ineligible for the next succeeding term. The
President is assisted by a Cabinet of five
members. The legislative power is vested in
a Senate of thirty-five members and a Cham-
ber of Deputies of 110 members, elected by
popular suffrage and apportioned among the
political divisions according to population.
Education. Free public schools are main-
tained by the municipalities, and theoretically
attendance is compulsory, though the law is
not strictly enforced. High schools are main-
tained by the government in the capitals of
the various departments, and the University
of San Marcos has departments of law, liter-
ature, theology, medicine and political science.
There are also small universities at Arequipa,
Cuzco and Trujillo, and a school of mines
and engineering is located at Lima.
Cities. The chief cities are Lima, the
capital; Callao and Cuzco.
History. Peru was the center o£ a vast
empire ruled by the Incas, who, previous to
their conquest by the Spaniards, extended
their sway over a large part of what is now
Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, Brazil and northern
Argentina. Owing to internal dissensions
the Incas were easily conquered by the Span-
iards early in the sixteenth century, and Peru
became a Spanish colony. The early Span-
iards abused the natives in a most cruel
manner, until the sufferings of these unfor-
tunate people caused the home government
to take action in their behalf, when a more
tumane policy was instituted. During th«

